Long-term hyperalgesia in rats induced by neonatal administration of vasopressin antiserum.
Vasopressin antiserum was given to two day old rats and the nociceptive thresholds were evaluated three months later. The rats were hypersensitive to pain when electrical current, but not heat, was used as the noxious stimulus. These animals were also insensitive to cold-water swim, a non-opioid form of stress analgesia. The vasopressin content in the pituitary or in the hypothalamus was not however modified by the neonatal treatment. The present results suggest a physiological role for vasopressin in non-opioid pain inhibitory systems.